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621—5.4 (20) Postelection procedures.
5.4(1)  Certification of results.
a. Upon completion of a valid representation certification election in which an employee

organization received the votes of a majority of those employees voting, the board shall certify that
employee organization as the exclusive bargaining representative of the employees in the bargaining
unit.

b. Upon completion of a valid representation certification election in which only one employee
organization appeared on the ballot and that employee organization did not receive the votes of a majority
of those voting, the board shall serve notice of noncertification.

c. Upon completion of a valid election in which more than one employee organization appeared
on the ballot and no choice on the ballot received the votes of a majority of those employees voting, the
board shall conduct a runoff election between the two choices receiving the greatest number of votes.
If the runoff election is held less than 30 days after the original election, those eligible to vote shall be
those who were eligible to vote in the original election and are still employed in the bargaining unit on
the day of the runoff election. If the runoff election is held more than 30 days after the original election,
the board may direct the employer to submit a new eligibility list based upon a revised voter eligibility
date.

d. Upon completion of a valid election, as provided for in paragraph “c” above, the board shall
certify as the exclusive bargaining representative the employee organization receiving the votes of a
majority of those employees voting; if no employee organization on the runoff ballot receives a majority
of the votes of those employees voting, the board shall serve notice of noncertification.

e. If an employee organization fails to comply with the provisions of Iowa Code section 20.25
within 90 days of the completion of a valid election, the board shall serve notice of noncertification;
provided, however, that extensions of time to comply may be granted by the board upon good cause
shown.

f. Upon completion of a valid decertification election, in which a majority of employees voting
cast their ballots in the affirmative, the board shall serve notice of decertification.

g. Upon completion of a valid decertification election, in which a majority of employees voting
cast their ballots in the negative, or in the case of a tie, the board shall serve notice of continued
certification.

5.4(2)  Challenged ballots; objections. Whenever challenged ballots are determinative of the
outcome of an election or timely objections are filed, a hearing shall be scheduled. Objections to
an election must be filed within ten days of service of the tally of ballots on the parties, even when
challenged ballots are determinative of the outcome of the election, and must contain a statement of
facts upon which the objections are based. The objections shall be filed with the board and a copy shall
be served upon each of the other parties to the election, with certificate of service endorsed upon the
original filed with the board.

5.4(3)  Objectionable conduct during election campaigns. The following types of activity, if
conducted during the period beginning with the filing of an election petition with the board and ending
at the conclusion of the election, and if determined by the board that such activity could have affected
the results of the election, shall be considered to be objectionable conduct sufficient to invalidate the
results of an election:

a. Electioneering within 300 feet or within sound of the polling place established by the board
during the conduct of the election;

b. Misstatements of material facts by any party to the election or its representative without
sufficient time for the adversely affected party to adequately respond;

c. Any misuse of board documents, including an indication that the board endorses any particular
choice appearing on the ballot;

d. Campaign speeches to assembled groups of employees during working hours within the
24-hour period before the election;
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e. Any polling of employees by a public employer which relates to the employees’ preference for
or against a bargaining representative;

f. Commission of a prohibited practice;
g. Any other misconduct or other circumstance which prevents employees from freely expressing

their preferences in the election.


